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The headquarters o£ the society are at Co- 
lumbia University, New York City. 

PROFESSOR MAX WEBER 
There is printed in Nature .the following 
letter addressed on December 5 to Professor 
Max Weber, of Amsterdam: 

You celebrate your seventieth birthday to-day, 
and we, who are your colleagues and are but a 
few of your many friends in England, join to- 
gether to congratulate you and to wish you many 
years to come of work and happiness. By your 
long life of teaching aand research, by your lead- 
ership of the Siioga Expedition, by your great 
handbook of the Mammalia, and by innumerable 
other important publications, you have come to be 
the acknowledged leader of zoology in the Nether- 
lands and to be recognized far and wide as one of 
the most distinguished naturalists of our time. 
Your solid learning has upheld the great scientific 
traditions of your country, your investigations 
have influenced and stimulated many of us, your 
broad interests, your singleness of purpose, the 
simplicity of your life, and your genius for friend- 
ship have set an example to us all. 

The letter is signed by the following leading 
British naturalists: 

A. Alcock, E. J. Allen, Chas. W. Andrews, J. H. 
Ashworth, W. Bateson, Gilbert C. Bourne, W. T. 
Caiman, Geo. H. Carpenter, fa. J. Dakin, Arthur 
Dendy, J. C. Ewart, E. W. Gamble, J. Stanley 
Gardiner, Walter Garstang, James E. Gemmill, 
Sidney E. Harmer, J. K. Henderson, W. A. Herd- 
man, Sidney J. Hicksou, Jas. P. Hill, fm, Evans 
Hoyle, J. Graham Kerr, E. W. MacBride, W. C. 
Mcintosh, Doris L. Maekinnon, P. Chalmers 
Mitchell, C. Lloyd Morgan, Edward B. Poulton, 
R. 0. Punnett, C. Tate Began, G. Elliot Smith, 
Oldfield Thomas, D'Arcy W. Thompson, I). M. S. 
Watson, A. Smith Woodward. 

OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY 

Dr. Edward C. Franklin, professor of or- 
ganic chemistry of Lelamd Stanford Junior 
University, has been elected, as already an- 
nounced, president of the American Chemical 
Society, succeeding Dr. Edgar P. Smith, for- 
merly provost of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Dr. Wilder D. .Bancroft, of Cornell Univer- 
sity, was reelected a director of the society and 



William Hoskns, consulting chemist, of Chi- 
cago, was made a new director of the society. 
The following eouncilors-at-large for the period 
from 1923 to 1925 'also were elected: Drs. 
Roger Adams, University of Illinois; G. N. 
Lewis, University of California; Ralph H. Mc- 
Kee, Columbia University, and William Mc- 
Pherson, the Ohio State University. 

Dr. Franklin was born at Geary City, Kan-* 
sas, in 1862. He was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas in 1888 and received his 
master's degree in 1890. He was a student at 
-the University of Berlin in 1890-91; he re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of philosophy at 
Johns Hopkins University in 1894. He was a 
member of the advisory board of the U. S. 
Bureau of Mines in 1917-18; physical chemist 
of the U. S. Bureau of Standards and consult- 
ing chemist of the Ordnance Bureau of the 
Army during the war. Dr. Franklin's work on 
liquid ammonia as an eleetrolitic solvent is 
familiar to all chemists. In addition to his 
university work, he also was in industrial work 
for a number of years, serving in the sugar 
industry and also in the gold mining industry. 
In the latter work he was stationed at Miramar, 
Costa Riea, in 1897. 

Dr. Franklin was chosen from among the 
four nominees for president of 'the society who 
received the largest number of votes from mem- 
bers of the society. The choice among these 
four was determined by a vote of the coun- 
cilors. The three other leading candidates were 
Dr. James F. Norris, of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Professor Samuel S. Parr, of 
the University of Illinois, and Dr. Charles L. 
Reeee, chemical director of E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours and Company, of Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. 

THE HAYDEN AWARD OF THE PHILADEL- 
PHIA ACADEMY 
The Academy of Natural Sciences of Phil- 
delphia announces the selection of Professor 
Alfred Laeroix, president of the Geological 
Society of France, as the recipient of the 
"Hayden Memorial Geological Award" for 
1923. This award was created by a deed of 
trust made with the academy, on April 11, 
1888, by Mrs. Emma W. Hayden, widow of Dr. 
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Ferdinand V. Hayden, one time director of the 
United States Geological Survey, "as a reward 
for the 'best publication, exploration, discovery 
or research in the sciences of geology and pale- 
ontology." The award consists of a gold medal, 
and is made every three years. Previous to 
1900 the award consisted of a bronze medal and 
was made annually. 

Professor Laeroix was bom February 4, 
1863, at Macon, province of Saone-et-Loire, 
France. Educated at the Lycee of Macon, at 
the Sorbonne and at the College of France, he 
received the degree of doctor of science in 1889. 
In 1893 he was made prof esseur at the Museum 
d'Histoire Naturelle, and in 1896, director of 
the Laboratoire de Mineralogie, ficole des 
Hautes fitudes. In 1904 he was elected a mem- 
ber of the _Aeademie des Sciences, and ten years 
later he became Secretaire perpetual of the 
Section of Physiies of the Academie. Pro- 
fessor Lacroix's numerous and important pub- 
lications and discoveries, as well as his ex- 
haustive studies of Mont Pelee, of the phe- 
nomena of contact metamorphism and endo- 
morphic metamorphism are familiar to all 
geologists. 

The committee by whom the nominee for the 
1923 award was selected consisted of Dr. Rich- 
ard A. F. Penrose, Jr., chairman, Dr. John M. 
Clarke, Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn, Dr. 
Charles D. Waleott and Dr. Edgar T. Wherry. 

Previous recipients of the- Hayden award 
were: 1890, James Hall; 1891, Edward D. 
Cope; 1892, Eduard Suess; 1893, Thomas H. 
Huxley; 1894, Gabriel August Daulbree; 1895, 
Karl A. von Zittel; 1896, Giovanni Capellini; 
1897, A. Karpinski; 1898, Otto Torrell; 1899, 
Gilles Joseph Gustave Dewalque; 1902, Archi- 
bald G«ikie; 1905, Charles D. Waleott; 1908, 
John Mason Clarke; 1911, John C. Biranner; 
1904,, Henry Fairfield Osborn; 1917, William 
M. Davis; 1920, Thomas Chrowder Chamberlin. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

A portrait of Sir Joseph Thomson, by Mr. 
Fiddes Watt, has been presented by a number 
of subscribers to the Royal Society. 

Dr. Fridtjof Hansen, who recenty received 
the Nobel peace prize, received a further award 



when it was announced by the Nobel Committee 
that Christian Erichsen, of Copenhagen, had 
granted another award to Dr. Nansen equal in 
value to the Nobel peace prize, in recognition 
of his work on behalf of the starving millions 
of Europe. Dr. Nansen proposes to use the 
prizes for relief work. 

Dr. Irving Langmuir, research chemist of 
the General Electric Company, has been elected 
an honorary member of the Royal Institution, 
London. 

Edward Longstreth medals were presented 
by the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, on De- 
cember 20 to Dr. A. H. Pf und, of Baltimore, 
for his eryptometer, paint film gauge, colori- 
meter and rotating sector, and to Mr. Edward 
J. Brandt, of Watertown, Wis., for his auto- 
matic cashier. 

We learn from the Bulletin of the American 
Mathematical Society that on the occasion of 
the celebration of its seven hundredth anniver- 
sary the University of Padua conferred its hon-; 
orary doctorate on Professors R. C. Archibald, 
of Brown University, J. Lipka, of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, and V. Sny- 
der, of Cornell University. 

The University of Frankfort and the Zurich 
Technical School have conferred honorary de- 
grees on Dr. David Hilbert, professor of math- 
ematics at Gottingen, on the occasion of his 
sixtieth birthday. 

Dr. E. H. Starling, professor of physiology 
in the University of London, has been ap- 
pointed the first Foulerton professor under the 
foundation of the Royal Society created by 
the will of the late Miss L*. A. Foulerton. 

Sir George Greenhill has, been awarded a 
pension by the British government in recogni- 
tion of his services to seience and his ballistic 
work. 

On December 8 the members of the depart- 
ment of 'botany of the Ohio State University 
and friends celebrated with a dinner the com- 
pletion of twenty-five years of service of Pro- 
fessor John H. Schaffner in the department. 

Dr. Francis Carter Wood, director of the 
Institute of Cancer Research, Columbia Uni- 



